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are usually chills, fever, a sharp pain in the
side or chest, and a dry cough. The pain
gradually increases until the slightest move-
ment, especially breathing, causes the greatest
suffering. In most eases a peculiar liquid
passes into the pleura! cavity, causing the
growth of bacteria, which sometimes set up
violent and even fatal complications. Us-
ually, however, the amount of the fluid is so
small that it is quickly absorbed. Relief
immediately follows, and complete recovery
takes place within a few days. The treatment
usually consists of rest in bed, hot baths, the
application of mustard plasters and strap-
ping the chest to limit the breathing move-
ments. In case of a large accumulation of
fluid in the pleural sac the operation of tap-
ping may become necessary.
PLINY THE ELDEE (23-79), a Roman
writer, whose real name was Gaius Plinius
Secundus. He was born in Northern Italy
of a wealthy family, and in his youth he
went to Rome, where he was educated. Ya-
rious government assignments took him from
place to place, and on his travels he collected
a vast fund of information which he pre-
served as notes. These he afterward used in
writing numerous books, only one of which
has survived—a Natural History—in which
are discussions of natural history and science
as then conceived. He perished in the erup-
tion of Mount Vesuvius, in 79, and his death
is described in two letters of Pliny the Young-
er, his nephew and adopted son.
PLINY THE YOUNGER (a. d. 62- *),
a nephew of Pliny the Elder, whose full name
was gaius plinius cecilius secundus.
Having lost his father at an early age, he
was adopted by his uncle (see above), and he
inherited the latter7 s estates and manuscripts.
Talented, well educated and industrious, he
was a personality of distinction at the age of
twenty. He filled several public offices, and
was consul in a. d. 100. In 103 he was ap-
pointed propraetor, or governor, of Pontica,
and this office he administered satisfactorily
for nearly two years. He was regarded by
his contemporaries as one of the foremost
men of his day. The time of his death is un-
known, but it is supposed that he died about
the year 115. As an author he attempted
both prose and poetry, but of his writings
only a collection of letters, in ten books, and
a panegyric on Trajan remain.
PLIOCENE, pli'oseen, PEEIOD, the name
of that division of geologic time between the
 Miocene and Glacial periods. The forma-
tions of the Pliocene Period are of great im-
portance in Europe, but they are found only
in small areas in the United States, the most
important one being near San Francisco.
The life of this epoch was similar to that of
the present time. Such animals as the llama,
the camel, the horse, the mastodon, the rhinoc-
eros and the tiger inhabited North America,
and the animals of Europe resembled some
of the species now found in Africa. See
geology.
PLOVER, pluv'ur, a large family of shore
birds found in every part of the globe. They
are round-bodied and plump, and are con-
sidered good game birds. The bill is like a
pigeon's, the wings rather long and pointed,
the legs moderately long and bare, the toes
three in number. The birds are most fre-
quently seen along the sea coasts at low tide,
on the muddy banks of rivers and in marshy
tracts about ponds, where their food, con-
sisting of worms and aquatic insects, is
abundant. Many are migratory.
The American golden plover breeds in the
far north and in winter migrates to Central
and South America, sometimes going as far
south as Patagonia. Other American species
are the ringed plover of the Arctic regions
and about sis related species found farther
south. These include the Jcilldeer, the largest;
•the piping plover, a musical bird of the At-
lantic coast, and the snowy plover, belonging
to the southwestern part of the United States.
These birds lay their eggs, three or four in
number and ranging in color from cream to
olive drab splotched with brown, in shallow
depressions in the ground, and the mother
bird shows much cleverness in protecting the
young. See killdeer; lapwing.
PLOW. Planting the seed and harvesting
the crop are the most important tasks of the
husbandman, and most agricultural imple-
ments have been invented or improved to
lighten the farmer's labors, in planting, till-
ing and harvesting. One of the most valua-
ble of these implements is the plow, for
breaking up the soil and turning it over.
Man's first plow was a stick with which he
dug up the ground. Later he tamed the ox
and the ass and trained them to haul a forked
stick to tear up the soil, and from this crude
implement the modern plow has been evolved
through centuries of study and invention.
The important parts of the modern plow
are the moldboard, for turning over the soil \

